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Intercountry Committees (ICC) relationships contribute to expand Rotary intercultural 
understanding, build friendships across borders, foster peace, and facilitate cooperation 
between diverse cultures and nations through international service.
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ICCs promote relationships between two or more international districts or two or more 
countries to increase fellowship and intercultural understanding among the people of various 
nations.





"uses its influence for the 
maintenance of peace among 
the nations of the world. "



First ICC created between France and Germany in Strasbourg in May 1950

“ All Rotarians must be at the forefront of 
the ideal of peace” - Robert Hausman

Foundation of Inter-Country Committees
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ICC IN THE WORLD

Today, there are an 
estimated 350 ICC sections 
throughout the Rotary 
world helping us expand 
our intercultural 
understanding

Intercountry committees with their 
simple and flexible structure have 
built bridges of friendship.





HOW DOES IT WORK ?
• Agreement from the District Governors in each of the countries

• Identify interested Rotarians, clubs and districts

• Approval of both sections = ICC
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The ICC 
Executive council

• The Executive council is a ressource for 
districts 

• Monitors the promotion and the 
development of Intercountry committees.

• Acts as the liaison between intercountry 
committees and Rotary International

• Led by a “Executive Board”

• Composed of “National coordinators” who 
serve as the districts representatives to 
the ICC Executive Council
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Value added of 
ICC

• « Know how build up » through longer term commitment

• Combine efforts and project knowhow of Rotarians, their clubs and their 
districts – who all have real interest in the other country

• Section with local expertise in each of the two countries

• Encourage more clubs and districts to join – bring new ideas
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ROTARY INTERNATIONAL 
ICCs & ROTARY’S PEACE STRATEGY



• Purpose of the Rotary Peace Strategy is to…

…assure strategic synergy among the myriad of peace activities within Rotary 
International, inclusive of the Peace Centers and the Peacebuilding & Conflict Prevention 
Area of Focus. Ultimately the intent of the strategy is to  assure a more defined and 
coordinated approach to peace programs within Rotary. 

Rotary Peace Strategy
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• Rotary peacebuilding mission statement:

Peace holds a unique status in Rotary. We approach peace not as an abstract 
concept, but as a living, dynamic expression of human development.  As a 
humanitarian service organization, it is both a cornerstone of our mission, and one of 
our areas of focus – one of the main ways in which our members make their mark on 
the world. 

Rotary Peace Mission Statement: 
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• Rotary peacebuilding vision statement:

Together, we see a world where people unite and take action to create lasting 
peace — across the globe, in our communities, and in ourselves.  

By creating environments where lasting peace is possible, Rotary’s peace initiatives 
aim to bring about more peaceful societies, through its ability to convene and mobilize 
locally to affect global change.  

Rotary Peace Vision Statement: 
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subhead

PEACE STRATEGY

Four Main Elements:

1. Peace Communications 

2. Peace Programs

3. Peace Centers & Alumni Relations 

4. Supporting Peace
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PEACE COMMUNICATIONS



subhead

PEACE NARRATIVE 

Rotary’s Four Roles

• Practitioners 
• Educators
• Mediators
• Advocates 
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subhead

EVERYDAY 
PEACEBUILDER

• Concise and accessible list of ways in which 
members can engage with one or more of 
our peace activities

21



subhead

PEACE 
BROCHURE

• Showcasing Rotary’s peace activities in 
print format

• To be made available for download and 
print on peace page

• Target audience is both Rotarians and 
wider public

• As visually interesting as it is to read
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PEACE PROGRAMS



subhead

PEACE PROGRAMS
Objective: 

• The ultimate goal of each our peace programs is to 
create more peaceful societies.  

• Ensure awareness between each peacebuilding 
programs - goals, direction and activities. 

• Strategic aligned and collaborate where possible.  

• Educate members on peacebuilding concepts while 
providing opportunities to actively participate. 

• Provide resources for members to easily identify, 
engage and contribute to one or more programs.  

• Ensure programs are meaningful and rewarding for 
participants and retain member engagement.
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subhead

INTERCOUNTRY 
COMMITTEES

• Ensure ICCs are included in all peace messaging

• Working with ICC Executive Council look to grow 
number of ICCs in existence

• Identify five key regions where there has been a 
history of hostile relations

• Seek to create ICCs where none exist or 
supporting and showcase the peacebuilding 
activities of these already in place 
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subhead

ICC POLAND 
UKRAINE

• Created kids camp for children affected by war. 

• Working with professional child psychologists, 
children receive support from mental health 
professionals.

• Children provided resources in dealing with 
grief and trauma. 

• Get to be kids and enjoy and absorb another 
culture, country and language. 

• Activities provide opportunity for children find 
themselves.
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THANK YOU



How ICC’s project support of Rotary’s strategic 
priorities to enhance participant engagement and 
increase our impact and expand our Reach ?



Increase Our Impact Expand Our Reach

Enhance Participant Engagement

Increase Our Ability to Adapt



ICCs provides that reason They  put in action the fourth objective of  
Rotary  The advancement of international understanding, goodwill, 
and peace through a world fellowship of business and professional 
persons united in the ideal of service. 



“Rotary believes that the 
better the people of one 
nation understand the 
people of other nations, the 
less the likelihood of friction, 
and Rotary will therefore 
encourage acquaintance and 
friendships between 
individuals of different 
nations.”

Paul Harris



Consistent with the RI Strategic plan, ICCs provide significant support to all 
programs of Rotary International and of the Rotary Foundation



ICCs  enhance Rotary experience participants and  improve their vision by 
engaging with leaders of other countries



The Intercounty committee Argentina -France was formed in 2011 when a delegation of 
french rotarians were participanting at the Rotary Institute in Argentina



ICC projects have wide coverage in the Rotary regional Argentine and French magazines. 



On December 2020, a global grant for diabetic retinopathy was delivered in Rosario 
Argentina with the support of the Inter-Country Committee Argentina- France. 



THANK YOU!



1995 - 2021

26 years of 
Rotarian 

Friendship



● First Rotary in the Russian Federation

● What place for Rotary and its fundamentals

● How would social actions aimed at the poorest be considered

ICC Russia France
At the service of friendship and peace

26 years
of experience



● 200 countries with different cultures and needs
● Rotary ICCs brings members who are passionate about the 

relationship between two particular countries.
● Understanding among peoples 
● Promote the programs of Rotary 



● The ICC Russia - France ICC Russia : 25 years in this spirit of exchange.
● Created on March 7, 1995, in Moscow
● Under the impetus of the Rotary club of Denain Bouchain with its President Serge 

Gouteyron, founder of this ICC.
● Several Presidents on the French side, Georges Crapet, Serge Gouteyron, Georges 

Kopiloff, Robert Van den Busch, and on the Russian side, Alexandre Makatasaria, Issa 
Togo and Alain Fournier.

● Great role played by Marcel Stéfanski ( † ) Igor Libin ( † ) and by Gian Paolo Marello (†).



The Russian section is chaired 
by your humble servant 

Issa Togo 
(RC St Petersburg Neva)

And the French section is 
chaired by 

Bertrand Baranovsky 
(RC Rennes)
Past- governor, district 1650



5 clubs in Russia in 
1995
ICC participate in
the development 
of Rotary in Russia
12 clubs were 
created.

Creation of a 
center for 
maternal and 
child protection

Organisation of tours 
of the Moscow Loktef
ensemble composed of
90 children and adolescent.
Positive image of Russia in 
France



Development of an 
equestrian center in 

Moscow

Publication of a 
brochure on Rotary in 

russian

Brochure for the 
Hermitage museum



More recently, the "Regards 
croisés" competition, under 
the high patronage of the 
Russian Embassy in Paris 
and the Consulate General 
of France in St. Petersburg, 
offered students the 
opportunity to express their 
vision of each country 
through artistic creations. 





Saint Petersburg 2006



France in the eyes of the children of St. Petersburg



The participation in national and international conferences, both in 
France and in Russia, is also a striking feature of this committee, with, 
on each occasion, a strong presence of Russian and French Rotarians



Rotary Day at UNESCO, on April 3, 2015 in Paris
with Rotary International President Gary Huang.

April 2015

“Peace withour 
Borders”



“Rotarians, through their 
history, achievements, 
ethics and friendly network, 
have been working for a 
century to make civil peace 
possible. They have already 
achieved particularly 
significant results through 
their fieldwork and humanist 
testimonies”

Serge Gouteyron



Rotary must strengthen its influence in society through the growth of its 
workforce

Rotary culture is an incomparable social mediator

Its culture of service and our motto "serve first" exemplifies an approach 
to others as a message of secular love since Rotary is apolitical and 
non-denominational

Rotarians reaffirm their commitment to bringing civil peace to life 
through the culture of Rotary. Fair behavior, respect for human rights, 
understanding of others, sustainable economic and social progress and 
ethical governance.



But today, after 26 years, our committee is still  present in an expanded 
and strengthened rank.

With a certain future, filled with hope and confidence, we Rotarians from 
Russia, together with our friends from different countries around the 
world, express our desire to go even further to achieve our noble goals.

The ICC does not replace the clubs in their international actions on the 
contrary they will accompany them in their efforts for international 
understanding



Proposed project : "Cross Looks" (Cross-views)
Youth competition with a target for bridging peoples. 
It is to learn to know each other, to accept the other, to know our differences that will make our 
common strength to act together and overcome challenges
To will build a world of tolerance and peace



Issa Togo

President of the Russian Section of the 
ICC Russia-France 

ICC National Coordinator for Russia 2015-2018

Past President of Rotary Club St. Petersburg Neva 

Tel.: +7 921 337 37 30

E-mail: issatogo@mail.ru

THANK YOU!



Questions?
rotary-icc.org



Visit the ICC booth at the House of Friendship – Hall 2



THANK YOU!


